
Dear DHS Family, 

          

 February has come and  gone. Time is quickly 

slipping away from us.  As always, we at Dillon High School 

are working diligently to continue to maintain our focus on 

academics, attitude, and athletics. ACT testing for our 

third year students will take place on tomorrow, February 

27th.  Parents, staff, and community, please join us in 

encouraging our students to do their very best.  Any state 

testing is a reflection on the entire school, so we must be 

vigilant in making sure that our students perform ex-

tremely well.  Our third year students will also be taking 

the ACT WorkKeys assessment; however, the S.C. State 

Department of Education has not provided us with an 

official testing date as of yet. 

 Progress Reports were issued on February 

20th.  As always, parents we urge you to be proactive in 

ensuring that your student is successful in each class.  If 

your student is having difficulties with any of his or her 

classes, please set up a parent/teacher conference as 

soon as possible.  Also, please be reminded that the at-

tendance policy has changed.  Per the state, students are 

required to make up time for any absences beyond the 

tenth day.  He or she cannot receive credit for any course 

if the time is not made up.  Because the end of the second 

semester marks the end of the school year, students will 

not have a  grace period for making up excessive absences.   

 If students fail to meet the requirements for 

passing each course, they will have to take credit recov-

ery.  Also, remember that credit recovery can only be 

completed if the student is passing with at least a 50 

average and is recommended by the teacher of that 

course. 

 As the principal of DHS, I would like to extend 

heartfelt condolences to the families of the Florida school 

shooting victims and families nationwide who recently 

lost love ones during acts of senseless violence.  We as 

school communities and the nation must continue to 

work together to ensure the safety of our students on 

our school campuses.  At DHS, every student and 

staff member wearing an id badge is just one of the 

safety measures that we have put in place to ensure 

the safety of everyone in our building.  Parents, please 

help us by encouraging your children to wear their id 

badges daily.  Students in violation will be suspended 

for a day for every five badge violations. 

 On a celebratory note, a special thanks to 

all of our students and staff who participated in our 

amazing and inspirational Black History Program on 

Thursday, February 22nd.  A special thanks also to our 

guest speaker and published author, Apostle Melvin 

Moore, who motivated our students to stay focused on 

greatness and not allow the negative influences of 

social media to dictate what happens in their daily 

lives.  We should always be focused on excellence.  

Remember, at Dillon High School, our motto is Excel-
lence is Essential.  It takes the efforts of all stake-

holders working together to model excellence in and 

outside of our school community to be  positive role 

models for our young people. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Timothy Gibbs, Principal 

From the Principal’s Desk         

Dillon High School  

From the Office of Title I 

 
Dillon School District Four will provide 

equal employment opportunities to all 

persons without regard to race, religion, 

disability, sex, age, national origin, immi-

grant status or English-speaking status, 

or marital status.  Dillon School District 

Four will make reasonable accommoda-

tions for an individual who is  otherwise 

qualified for a position unless the accom-

modation would impose an undue hardship 

upon the district. 

 

Persons with disabilities who need addi-

tional accommodations should make their 

request for reasonable accommodations, 

in writing, to the Section 504 Coordina-

tor.  Inquiries and complaints may be 

made to the  following:  Title IX Coordi-

nator– Dr. Polly A. Elkins; American with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) Coordinator and 

Section 504 Coordinator-Amanda M. 

Hayes; and General Concerns-D. Ray 

Rogers, Superintendent. 

 

All of the above are housed in the dis-

trict office. 
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Calendar of Events 

March Events 
 

 March 11-14, 2018—AdvanceED Engagement Review 

 March 15th– Title I Parent Meeting @ 4:00 
 March 15th– Parent Conferences (4:00-7:00 p.m.) 
 March 16th-- Regular School Day 
 March 21st– 135th Day 
 March 27th– Report Cards 
 

 
REMINDER, REMINDER, REMINDER 
STUDENTS, YOU HAVE THE FOLLOWING 
ACADEMIC INTERVENTIONS IN PLACE: 
 POWER BREAKFAST 

 POWER LUNCH 

 LEADERSHIP, LUNCH AND LEARN 

 AFTER SCHOOL ACADEMIC ASSISTANCE 
WITH YOUR CONTENT AREA TEACHER AT 
LEAST ONCE A WEEK 

 FIVE RETAKES POLICY (PER NINE WKS) 
 
*USE YOUR VALUABLE RESOURCES 

  
  



Science Department News 

Mr. Robinson 
Life is Cellular 

In Biology I,  we are beginning our study of Cells.  Students will learn about the essential function of life that takes place within cells 

and systems of cells.  Students will also learn about the functions of the key organelles found inside cells.  Students will analyze dif-

ferent cells and see how they are alike and different.  During the study of cells, students will use the microscope to view various 

cells and see how technology has enhanced the study of cell.  Biology I Honors will complete a project in which they will have to make 

a 3D model of a cell with the various cell organelles.  Biology I Honors and CP are making brochures where they will have to choose an 

attraction or a business and compare it with the working components of a cell.  Before the conclusion of the studies of cells, students 

will also learn about how and why cells reproduce and how the cells are the basis of all living things.  In previous lessons, we studied 

the organic molecules that are found in living things.  Students got to see how the molecules are involved in making and maintaining 

living things. We are also taking steps to prepare for our EOC examination in May.  Each week, we will use the USA Test Prep pro-

gram as a preparation tool for the exam and making sure we cover the South Carolina State Standards for Biology.  In Biology, we 

are truly trying to live up to the school’s motto that, Excellence is Essential.  It is essential that students do their very best in Biolo-

gy so that they can exceed expectations on the EOC and make DHS shine brightly!   Remember Life is Cellular! 

More Science News 

From the Desk of Mrs. McCallum 

Mrs. McCallum and her Biology 2 classes have began discussing Bacteria and Viruses. We 

will make virus models that we will hang around the room, and we will do a Pathogen pro-

ject. With this project, the students will be assigned a specific disease and have to 

make a “Wanted” Poster and present it to the class. After bacteria and viruses, the 

class will discuss protists and plan a lab to look at live protists in pond water. Looking 

forward to this semester!   

From the Guidance Department 

ACT Testing 

Parents & Students, 

The ACT College Admissions test will be administered Tuesday, February 27, 2018 to all 11th grade students at Dillon 

High School during the regular school day at no cost to you.  No registration is required by you or your student.  Stu-

dents will need to report to school prior to 7:45 a.m.  Due to the testing being timed, late arrivals will not be permit-

ted to enter the testing site.  Cell phones are not allowed in the testing wing. 

 



Mrs. Jackson’s PEC Students Provide a Helping Hand!! 

 

Each year the Rotary club donates dictionaries to the third grade students in our district, 

and each year Mrs. Jackson’s class helps with this project by placing the Rotary club labels 

in the dictionaries for them.  Thanks to the students’ hard work, the dictionaries have once again been labeled 

and sent on their way to the third graders.  These high school students remember getting a new dictionary 

when they were in elementary school, and they are proud to help the Rotary Club continue this tradition. 

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT NEWS FEBRUARY 2018 
February 2018 sees the Social Studies Department at Dillon High School working very diligently to take our students from where they are 

to where they need to be.  Our first example is our U.S. History teachers, Mr. Alan McLaurin, Mrs. Mary Claire Wiggins and Mr. Cheyenne 

Hooks are working hard to break down the difficult to comprehend U. S. Civil war into chunks that can be easily understood and remem-

bered.  Americans killing Americans is just crazy! 

Our Civics teachers, Mrs. McGaha and Coach McDonald, are taking on the controversial topic of immigration.  This is something that cer-

tainly has everyone’s attention as it has become a major political battle. What is the right answer here?  Our Civics students have their 

own personal opinions about this topic. 

Mr. Epps’ World History students are mastering the changes and challenges the Renaissance has brought to the arts, science, and medi-

cine.  Leonardo, Michelangelo, Machiavelli, and Donatello are names that along with Dias, Columbus, and Cortez are recognized by all World 

History students.  We can name-drop with the best! 

Wearing two hats, Mrs. Schafer is teaching her Psychology students all about child growth and development.  As the proud parent of a one 

year old, I am sure the examples she gives can be both heart-warming and terrifying at the same time.  Her Street Law class is also learn-

ing about immigration, quotas, illegal aliens, Visas and Green Cards.  Maybe we can get a debate between the Civics classes and the Street 

Law class!  What an excellent way to teach about fact and opinion?! 

NEW CREDIT RECOVERY POLICY . . . PER DILLON DISTRICT 4 . . .EFFECTIVE JANUARY 2, 2018 

Any Student in grades 10th – 12th who has failed a course are expected to take CREDIT RECOVERY for the course(s).   

If the failing grade for the course is ABOVE a 50 to 59, the student will be able to take CREDIT RECOVERY for the failed course(s).  

 If the failing grade is 49 or below . . . the student will not be able to take Credit Recovery.  Therefore, the student will have to REPEAT the failing course(s).   

STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO COMPLETE ALL CREDIT RECOVERY COURSE(S) NOW THROUGH CHRISTMAS BREAK TO AVOID HAVING TO REPEAT FAILED COURS-
ES.  IF STUDENTS DO NOT TAKE CREDIT RECOVERY COURSES SOME OF OUR SENIORS WILL NOT BE ABLE TO GRADUATE IN THE SPRING NOR WILL OTHERS BE 
CLASSIFIED IN THEIR CORRECT GRADE. ADDITIONALLY, CLASS SIZE IN MANY OF OUR CLASSES ARE SUBJECT TO INCREASE.  

Should students have a question regarding this new policy change, please direct them to see their guidance counselor and/or Mrs. McDaniel.  Thanks.   

Absences & High School Credit Policy—State Department of Education 

In order to receive one Carnegie unit of credit, a student must be in attendance at least 120 hours, per unit, regardless of the number of days 
missed, or must demonstrate proficiency as determined by the local school district.  This exception to the 120-hr requirement is to be administered 
by local school districts on a case-by-case basis and only for students who have excessive absences that have been approved by the local school 
board.  General request for proficiency-based credit must be made through the process described in Regulation 43-234.  Students whose absences 
are approved should be allowed to make up any work missed in order to satisfy this requirement.  Local school boards should develop policies govern-
ing student absences giving appropriate consideration to unique situations that may arise within their districts when students do not meet the mini-
mum attendance requirements.  Therefore, districts should allow students, whose excessive absences are approved in part 1 of this section, to make
-up work missed to satisfy this requirement. 

Dillon High School’s Tardy Policy 
TARDINESS TO SCHOOL AND/OR CLASS  

Any student arriving to school after the tardy bell, without a pass, will report to the Main Office for an unexcused tardy pass.  

 
Students are expected to arrive at class on time and be prepared to begin work. Students will receive an office referral after every 3 times tardy. Con-

sequences are as follows: 

1st referral: Student/Parent Conference with Administration  
2nd referral: 1 Day Character  Coaching/Parent Conference Required  

3rd referral: 1 Day Out of School Suspension/Parent Conference Required  

4th referral and beyond: 1 Day Out of School Suspension/Parent Conference Required  

*If students who drive are tardy three times, their driving privileges can be revoked!!! 



 

Vision 

The vision of DHS is to create a partnership with the community to develop students who 

are responsible, successful, and highly motivated.  

 

Mission 

The mission of Dillon High School is to prepare all students to achieve excellence by creat-

ing an environment conducive to learning where students, staff, and families work together 

to promote the skills needed in a continuously changing world.  

 

Beliefs 

* Achievement comes from effort.  

* Respect fosters respect.  

* Family is the foundation of society.  

* Learning is a life-long process.  

* People are accountable for the choices they make.  

* Human beings can achieve excellence.  

* We are responsible to each other.  

* There is a Supreme Being.  

* Every human has potential.  
 

 

Dillon School District Four Mission: 
  
Dillon School District Four will inspire all stakeholders to engage students in creative, innovative, 
and critical thinking activities that address language arts, science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM) standards, in order to prepare all students for college, future careers and citizenship 
in the 21st Century. 
 
 


